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Essex was an ill man: he seems to have suffered from the stone
and kindred troubles. He was in a pitiable predicament: he had
gambled on peerless glory or ruins and ruin stared him in the
face. He had locked up nearly three-quarters of his army in
garrison: the very fault, on a grand scale, that he had chastised
in others. He had to march against Tyrone, but could not hope
to command victory. A man of his temperament must break or
become reckless: he did the latter. He flung honour, dutys and
allegiance to the winds. He sent secretly to Tyrone - if for no-
thing more, certainly to prepare the way for a parley instead of
battle; and using his power to pardon treasons, he issued a
pardon to the messenger and to his stepfather Blount,, who was
to take responsibility if the fact leaked out. Tyrone sent word
that if the Earl would follow his advice, he would make him the
greatest man that ever was in England. The tempter's voice
reached a mind not unfitted to hear it.

Essex had come to the conclusion that he must defy his sover-
eign's command, and return to England. He was thinking of
taking some three thousand men from his army, landing in
Wales, where he had a large following, and marching on the
Court, not to overthrow the Queen - an outrage which the
sixteenth-century mind found horrible to contemplate though
not necessarily to effect - but to remove 'his enemies* from her
presence and destroy them. Folk had mused, early in the year,
at the appearance of John Hay ward's Ufe of Henry IVt with its
story of Bolingbroke's landing in England and the deposition
of Richard II - a * best seller' which had been dedicated to Essex.
They had better ground to muse now. After the first months in
Ireland, when he had grossly abused his power of conferring
knighthood, Elizabeth had sent Essex can express letter, all
written with her own hand', absolutely prohibiting him from
making another knight. Nevertheless, in these months of
August and September he dubbed thirty-eight! People in Eng-
land were stupefied; but he was preparing a company of reckless
young gentlemen to follow him in his desperate enterprise. In
all secrecy he disclosed his treasonable thoughts to Blount and
Southampton. They opposed the rnad plan. Accepting his view